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MR. McCOURT: Today's date is January 22, 
2002. My name is Tom McCourt from the New York 
City Fire Department. Currently I'm interviewing 
Paramedic Phillip Ashby from Division 1. 
Q. Can you just identify yourself please? 
A. Paramedic Phillip Ashby, Division 1. 
Medication coordinator. 


Q. Paramedic Ashby, can you tell me th vents 


that transpired from your perspective on September 11, 


2001? 
A. Okay. At approximately -- it appears to be 
between 814 hours and 830 hours I responded from Queens 


to lower Manhattan for a plane into the World Trade 


Center. I got there -- 
Q. Who were you working with? 


A. Myself. I parked my vehicle on what appears 


to be from this map, Broadway between Dey Street and 


Fulton Street. I ran down Fulton Street, where I 


immediately met th what I think was the first 


triage staging area for that operation. 


I met the now Captain Olszewski, Lieutenant 


D'Avila. Who else was there? Bill Melarango, 


Lieutenant Bill Melarango, and a number of EMS 


personnel. We were doing triage in that area, in front 
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of the Millennium Hotel, actually at the corner of 


Fulton and Church. 
We were doing triage, treating a number of 
patients. It's hard to count now, maybe, I guess 


probably say altogether maybe 40, 50 patients. Just 


triaging. 

Q. What were you seeing? 

A. Seeing a lot of burns, couple of sucking 
chest wounds. Just mostly burns, multiple burns. At 


that time I really didn't see anybody jumping out the 
building, although I heard people that have seen that. 
I didn't see any, because I was too busy working. I 
was looking up actually, because there was nothing for 


me in front of me to see when I looked up. 


While there I couldn't quantify the time, to 
tell you exactly how long, but I heard a large scream. 


Then I heard a couple more screams simultaneously. 


Q. People screaming? 
A. People screaming, and I just ran. I didn't 
look around. I didn't -- I just ran because you have 


been around these buildings as long as I have, you 


recognize a real screams from a fake scream and you 


realize something that if somebody is screaming that 


hard, it's something coming out of the lower abdomen 
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that you just can't fake. It's just scared to death. 
I just took off. 


Q. Which way did you run? 


A. I ran up Fulton Street, stayed close to what 


would be considered the south side if you will, on the 


right-hand side of Fulton Street, if you are going east 


on the right-hand side of Fulton Street, next to the 


Millennium. That's when I turned around and I saw the 


building collapsing. 
Q. You saw it collapsing? 


A. Right. Well, about 3 strides until I run I 


actually turned around to see what I was actually 
running from after the fact. Not trying to get -- 
stop, making sure that I wasn't running from nothing at 


all, that I was running from something. I looked up 


and I saw the building lean over and that's all I saw. 


I just turned back around and tried to run even faster, 


but I stopped because where I was running to, the plume 
of smoke had already engulfed Broadway going north. 

Q. So you were running into it or -- 

A. I was running towards Broadway, but it made 


no sense because it's like a wave, like water going 


down a canyon. That plume of smoke was just already 


coming down Broadway. I just, you know, said just -- I 
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stopped. I looked and I said that wouldn't make much 


sense. I'm going to run into what I'm trying to run 


from. I turned around and the plume of smoke just as 


high as this building was, coming at me from the corner 


of Church and Fulton. 


QO. Behind you? 
A. Right, just coming around the corner of 
Church and Fulton. So I just -- I tried to run into 


the building. To the right I think was a bank or 


something, right on the corner there. I'm not too 


sure. But the doors were locked, so I really tried to 


go to the left a bit. By that time it got so dark and 
I was so overcome by the soot and the pulverized rock, 


that I just laid next to the subway station, which 


would be right here. Right there is the subway 


station. 
QO. Where is that, indicate it? 
A. On Fulton and in the middle of -- about a 


third of the way up Fulton if you are coming from 


Church on the left-hand side. 


Q. Heading towards Broadway? 
A. Heading towards Broadway. I stopped by the 
subway station. Not wanting to go down in the train 


station, because I realized that if I was going to die, 
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I wanted to die above ground as opposed to being 


trapped and suffering and knowing that I was going to 


die anyway. I wanted it to be quick. I didn't want to 


go down to the subway station and wait to die down 


there, because I 


really did think that I was going to 


die. There was no two ways about it. I couldn't see 


anything. 


About two or three minutes of sucking in what 


I would consider 
would be somethi 
and just trying 


your mouth. Tha 


to be -- when you think about, it 


ng like throwing in your mouth powder 


to breathe as somebody throws powder in 


t's essentially what it felt like to 


me. I mean there was no way you can salivate enough to 


get rid of it. 


It just kept on coming down. 


Q. Was there anybody with you or you were all by 


yourself? 


A. By myself. By myself. 


QO. No other civilians around -- 


A. No. As I'm laying there ready to die, I 


can't see anything now because of my eyes -- somebody 


pulled me and they pulled me up. I guess someone just 


came out of the Millennium Hotel or even the bank 


across the stree 


in a better posi 


t and he is feeling his way, but he is 


tion than I was, obviously, because he 
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was not in the initial plume of smoke. He pulled me up 
on to Broadway and right between -- on Broadway between 


Ann and Fulton Street. Right (inaudible) or something 


like that over there on the corner. He pulled me into 


there. 


That's when I was able to get some water and 


dust myself off and all that good stuff and really just 


consider myself fortunate. Just hacking up the dust 


for like an hour, two hours later -- I mean, you know, 


soot the color of this table here, which is cherry oak, 
cherry wood, for like an hour anda half. Actually 


more the color of that. More the color of that. A 


cross between these two. But whatever pulverized rock 
looks like, you know, I was coughing it up for about an 
hour and a half. 

QO. Was there any debris field there also or was 


it just all of the soot and the dust and everything? 


Was there actual building material that came down? 


A. By me, no. Well, let's put it like this. If 
there was I couldn't see it. I don't know if there was 
or there wasn't. But if there was I couldn't see it. 


All I know is that that was the only thing that was in 


my lungs. I know that I was limping after the fact, 


but the reason I was limping was not because anything 
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hit me, because I pushed off so hard on my right leg, 


that, you know, I almost fractured the thing. That's 
what I think. I mean I have heard stories about -- 
fear is something else. It really makes you really do. 
Q. Fight or flight. 
A. Exactly, and you don't really examine it so 
much as -- I pushed up so hard on my right leg that 


there is no doubt which leg that I had left the scen 


with. It was just a very remarkable thing. That's it. 
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So I thought somebody launched a missile from 


the East River, or over the Hudson to knock it down. I 


mean that's what I'm thinking. If they are, if they 


are still out there to launch another missile, I got to 


get the hell out of there, because we were in a war 


zone right, exactly. I didn't think -- I didn't go and 


try to figure out my high school physics or my college 


chemistry to figure out, you know, the fire and the 


brick and the melting and the boiling point. 
Q. Going back to when you were coming, did you 
see the building on fire, could you see the state of 


the building while you were responding? 


A. Oh, yes. Oh, yes, it was something that was 
-- it was just -- (inaudible). 
Q. You knew going in, you knew what you were 


going in for. 

A. Yes. I knew. Put it like this. I wish I 
knew what I was going into. I saw what was happening, 
but it didn't compare to what I was going into when I 


was there. You know, the devastation was just 


something that being on the job for 13 years and like I 


said, being in the last bombing and being in train 


disasters and everything disasters, nothing could 


compare to what happened that day. Nothing. Nothing. 


I hope nothing else, 


across like 


Q. 


P. 
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my lifetime anyway, comes 


that either. 


By the time of the second collapse, 


still there? 


A. 


there again 


Brooklyn Bridge, 


another 


ht, 


Pace Universit 


Pace Universit 


By the time of 


I was at 


and as I'm 


historic location for them 


a missile. 


Bridge and take my chances t 
then -- actually I was walki 
another building came down a 


Because by now, 


anybody to 


I don't 
I knew some 
ned wi 


happe 


into Pace a 


everything else. 


You know, I 


I 


thing wi 


th the first 


I was trying to 


tell you what is happening. 


know if 


th 


nd, you know, 
I was 


went in (4 


TCO 


ty. 
trying to walk 


because I figured 


the second buildi 


were you 


the second collapse, I was at 


Pace. 


ty? 


I'm trying to get out of 


towards, not the 


that would be 


to attack or launc 
head towards the Manhatta 
nd 


here. So I was at Pace a 


ng towards the bridge whe 


nd I ran into Pace. 
you know, you don't need 
You know either 


ng came down, but 


the same magnitude happened as 


building that I saw. I ran 
people were crying and 
just trying to just suck wind. 


naudible). 


was just bent over and trying to -- where 
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they keep the food warm, just trying to get at least 
some semblance of air into my lungs, which was already 
congested from all the soot. Just bend over with that 
refrigeration device under my nose, you know, because 
at that time I was just trying to get any kind of air I 
possibly can, because I knew that, you know, just from 
a physiology standpoint, everything was so thick with 


gook. They don't do lung transplants. So I kind of 


figured whatever I can do to help, it was on my own. 


When that scenario calmed down and a lot of 
the plume of smoke went away, I came out of Pace, 
again, still not knowing that the building collapsed, 
thinking that somebody launched a missile and trying to 
get out from -- and I came over the Manhattan Bridge 
and came back here -- 

QO. To MetroTech? 

A. MetroTech. Got treated at BHS. Then I went 
back, because that's the only way I felt that I could 
bring some kind of closure, because now I was fully 
briefed on what happened. 

Q. You knew what happened. 

A. I knew what happened. There was no doubt and 
I didn't think that going home would be the place for 


me to actually bring closure than coming back and 
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actually helping with the rescue or whatever it is, 


anything that I could do, would somehow bring me, being 


able to talk to somebody who was actually there. Not 


somebody who wasn't there. That's not what helped me, 


because unless you were there, you just can't imagine 


it. 

That's what happened. I went back to the 
location. I spent another couple of hours late at 
night and then I went home. I came back the next day. 

Q. How is your leg? 

A. After three or four days it's fine. I mean 
knew I was hurting. I figured, you know, listen, all 
in all there is nothing to complain about. Nothing to 
complain about. I'm walking. I stopped coughing up 
the soot that was in my lungs. Everything else is like 
I said, is a plus. I wasn't hanging out dangling. 

Q. Anything you want to add that you might have 


glanced over? 


A. Nothing. I mean the picture of me in 
Newsweek. There is a picture of me in Newsweek. 
That's it. A picture of me and Carlos. 

QO. Carlos? 

A. Yes. 


QO. Do you know where Carlos -- 
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A. Didn't you see the picture? That's me 
bending over treating a woman. 


QO. You were with Carlos right before -- 


A. Well, that's what the picture said. Did I 
see Carlos and know Carlos ran into the building, I 
can't say any of those things. 

QO. You weren't focused -- 

A. Right, right. He wouldn't have to go into 


the building to have died in there. He could have died 


right there in that corner. It was not extraordinary 
to die. You can die right there in that corner. That 
picture, you know, placed him -- photographing the 


woman who I had taken off that chair. She just looked 


bad, and I put her on the curb, but she just looked 


bad. I mean she was not -- 

QO. Is she the one that was all bloodied up? 

A. Exactly. I saw a picture of her actually in 
Time Magazine on the curb where I put her. That's if 
she's alive. I don't know if she is even alive today. 

QO. You don't know her name? 

A. I don't know her name. All I knew is I took 


her off that chair, I put her on the curb because that 


chair needed some real work, because she was not as bad 


as she looked. She was frail. 
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Q. Is that when you were doing the triage -- 
A. Right. Exactly right. That's where we were 
all doing the triage on that corner. Then I think 


Lois, who was a coordinator for Brooklyn, said that 


Ricardo Quinn's wife said that his hand was in that 


picture, because she recognized his bracelet. I don't 
know. She asked me did I see him, I said I don't 
know. I couldn't tell you who I saw. All I saw were 


the people screaming at me, which was Olszewski, 
because, you know, they were telling me that listen, 


you worry about patient care, you worry about triage. 


As a medic, you get involved in patient care, not 


triage. They ought to be giving you triage. 


That's what I was involved in. So that's 
about it. 
Q. Okay. Is that it? Anything else you want to 
add? 
A. That's it. 
MR. McCOURT: The time is 8:40. The 
interview started at 8:25. This concludes the 


interview. Thank you very much. 


